
The following is the presentation “Personal Archiving with 
Facebook” given by Jaime Mears on Oct 6th, 2015 at 
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library.

The class was sponsored by DC Public Library and 
Knowledge Commons DC.

Please use the following lesson to teach others!

Lesson duration: 90 minutes

Materials needed: 

● laptop for each student
● internet connection
● “Accessing Your Facebook 

Data” hand out
● Group Activity Worksheet
● Slides
● Monitor, smartboard
● Post-its in 4 colors

https://www.facebook.com/help/405183566203254/
https://www.facebook.com/help/405183566203254/
https://www.facebook.com/help/405183566203254/


● Welcome!
● [Make sure everyone has a laptop, 

connected to Wifi]
● Introductions - why are you here? what 

interested you? [write this info down so 
you can use it later]

● In today’s class we will discuss why 
having control of your facebook account 
is important, we will download your 
archive, and we will analyze what really 
gets saved. At the end I’ll give you some 
tips on how to really archive your profile.



● [Have people log in to their 
facebook accounts and 
preferred email.]

● [Explain how to download, 
make sure students get an 
email confirmation from 
facebook that request was 
successful]

● It will take 10-15 minutes to 
prepare. You will then receive a 
2nd email with an invitation to 
download. Let me know when 
you get that!



● [Use your notes on why people 
came to elaborate that 
archiving serves different 
purposes for different people, 
but is always useful]



● If you don’t archive, you lose 
control of your digital persona 
and work.

● You leave yourself open to 
others re-using things without 
your permission.

● At best, it could be 
embarrassing. At worst, it could 
be identity theft.

http://aeon.co/magazine/technology/what-gets-lost-if-the-net-forgets/


● You already may be in the 
habit of using your email or 
social media accounts to find 
information on a regular basis. 
Archiving your stuff will ensure 
that these references will 
always be there for you.

● [personal anecdote about how 
finding this event on Facebook 
from 2012 helped me with a 
query]



● Probably the most popular 
thing that comes to mind is 
controlling what type of legacy 
you pass on. We will talk later 
in the class about how you 
have the ability to will your 
account to another, or delete it 
forever.



● As an archivist, my concern is 
that there’s something left of 
our cultural record. You may 
not think that your Facebook 
photo albums are worthy of an 
archive, but trust me, they are. 
[personal anecdote about the 
Joseph Owen Curtis Photo 
Collection at DCPL]



● There are four main challenges to archiving digital 
material.

● Accumulation- We can capture and produce digital 
things more easily than physical. So it piles up, and we 
wait for something like our computer crashing to get rid 
of it all for us.

● Distribution - I’ve got a computer, a phone, various 
USBs, and stuff on about 7 different websites. The more 
places where you store things, the harder it is to steward 
it all.

● Curation- This basically means what you choose to save. 
This goes back to the accumulation issue- people aren’t 
choosing very much, they’re just creating.

● Long-term access- Will the picture you take today be 
there 5 years from now? 10? Does anyone remember 
Word Perfect files? VHS tapes? Live Journals? We 
assume things are going to last because they are 
important to us, but that’s just not reality.

● [check marks appear] Facebook helps us with the 
problem of distribution because we’re centralizing our 
personal photos, videos, and thoughts on the website. It 
also helps us with curation because we are forced to 
make deliberate decisions about what we upload and 
share.

● For the rest of this class, we are going to explore using 
Facebook as a vehicle for  long-term access. 

Marshall 2008



● Jennifer Bushey did a study recently on how 
social media sites affected personal archiving. 
She found that there is an expectation that 
sites like Facebook are going to preserve stuff 
forever.

● In my research for this class, I’ve found nothing 
in the terms of use that guarantees long-term 
preservation of your memories, no quotes from 
Mark Zuckerberg about this either. 

● This picture is an illustration that was done for 
the World’s Fair around 1900. The artist was 
asked to depict France in 2000, and this was 
how he thought the postal system would work. 
What this should remind us is that expectations 
about the future usually assume something 
more sophisticated than what we actually get. 

● So if the future isn’t looking out for us, and if 
Facebook isn’t looking out for us, what can we 
do?

Washington Post 2015



● One of the things all of us 
archivists can agree on is that 
describing things helps long-
term access and preservation.

● [personal anecdote about how 
Curtis’s descriptions have 
made his collection easier to 
access, and therefore ensured 
their survival]



● In some ways, description in 
the digital environment is easy. 
When you take a picture with a 
camera or on your phone, 
automatic information gets 
attached, or what we call 
embedded, to the file itself. 
Things like GPS location, the 
date, the pixel size, all of these 
are a goldmine for preserving 
your photographs. You just 
have to make sure that your 
settings are correct and 
enabled, which we’ll speak 
about later.



● Information you add is also 
important for understanding the 
context of a file, why it’s 
important to you, who’s in it, 
etc.



● So with automatic and personal 
description, we get this winning 
list. We just need to find out if 
the stuff we’ve downloaded in 
our Facebook archive has all of 
these things.

● [box appears] One thing we 
have no control over is 
copyright. By joining Facebook, 
you’ve had to agree to their 
terms, so let’s get that out of 
the way.



● As they stand now, the terms of use are 
as such: the stuff you upload to 
Facebook you can also upload 
anywhere else you want, Facebook 
doesn’t have to pay you for using the 
stuff you upload (even if they make 
money off of it), and they can also give 
other parties the right to use your stuff 
and make money off of it as well.

● Another interesting thing is that this 
doesn’t cover posts, status updates, 
etc., because there’s general confusion 
about whether or not these things can 
be copyrighted at all. I also noticed that 
they don’t include clicks, which we know 
they must give to advertisers because it 
influences what pops up on our news 
feeds.



● [Check in with everyone, make 
sure that their download is 
ready.]

● [When they download their 
stuff, make sure that they put 
the file on their desktop and 
unzip it. Students can check if 
it’s unzipped by clicking on the 
hyperlinks in their archived html 
pages. If they don’t work, they 
need to extract.]



● [Hand out the “Accessing Your 
Facebook Data” sheet that you printed 
from the site.]

● [read the highlighted text] So they’re 
saying here that you may have already 
lost something. They also say that you 
won’t find stuff you’ve deleted, which 
can’t be true because as you look 
through the categories of saved things, 
you’ll find that you’ve downloaded a list 
of your deleted friends…

● Most importantly, what gets saved will 
change over time, so maybe the next 
time you archive your copy there may be 
more stuff, or maybe less, which is 
troubling.



● As you go down this list on your 
handout, you’ll see some really 
interesting stuff- they save your facial 
recognition data, a list of add topics 
they’ve curated about you, IP addresses 
you’ve logged in from, etc.

● Also notice that data is saved in two 
environments- in your downloaded info 
which you all just got, or in your activity 
log, which you can only access when 
logged in to your Facebook account.

● I think this is important for two reasons. 
1- it keeps you dependent as a user. 2- 
even though you’re downloading your 
info, they are not giving you everything. 
One could consider it an illusion of 
control.



● So let’s get started looking at 
our archive like archivists!!



● We don’t have time to look at everything, so I’ve chosen 
to analyze four parts of your profile that I thought you’d 
find the most valuable. I’m going to assign you one of 
these, and for the next 10 minutes, I want you to look for 
the winning list of description we need for long-term 
access. Please use the worksheet that I hand out to take 
notes. And remember, your html files may also be 
important, so use them too.

● [stick post-its with colors that match each type of content 
next to assignees. For example, if Wanda wants to do 
photos, stick a yellow post-it beside her to remind you 
that she’ll have something to contribute about photos 
during the group discussion.]

● [Once you’ve assigned stuff, walk around and check-in 
that everyone understands what they’re doing]



● Alright, so what did everybody 
discover?

● [go format by format, live 
writing people’s discoveries 
into this document]



● [An example of what your filled 
out form will probably look like]



● If you’re not comfortable with html, print each html file as 
a pdf when it’s open in the browser. Save these files in 
the same folder as your html pages. [show how to do 
this]

● You’ll notice that Facebook re-names everything you 
upload with a unique number. Delete and rename your 
files obviously and consistently [show example]. You’ll 
also need to add tags such as people in the photo, 
keywords, etc, and assign dates. [show example of how 
to do this in windows file viewer.]

● Right now you all have your archive on your laptop. 
Once you’ve done all of the descriptive work, you should 
make a copy and keep that somewhere else- on the 
cloud, on an external hard drive, etc.

● Lastly, if you don’t already, you should decide what you 
want to have happen to your profile in the case of your 
death. You can assign someone to inherit and manage 
your profile, or you can decide to have your account 
deleted. Go to Security Settings > Legacy Contact to do 
this.



● [show examples of how to add 
description. Tag things in live 
time]

● [Walk through printing an html 
page to pdf.]



● There’s some things you can start doing from 
now on to mitigate where Facebook fails as an 
archival tool.

● First, use your comment features to add 
descriptions, dates and tags! We’ve seen that 
these get saved!

● Second, don’t let Facebook be the only place 
you save. If you have really precious photos 
and video, save a copy locally as well. Maybe 
you can create a folder in your Facebook 
archive for these so it’s easy to keep track of 
them.

● Now that you understand the terms of use, don’
t upload anything that you don’t want Facebook 
to re-use! That means anything that would be a 
security risk, that might be embarrassing, or 
perhaps anything that you want to have 
complete control over because you want to sell 
it.

● Lastly- and this is so important - download your 
archive every year. Explore it and see what’s 
changed. Review the terms. Update your 
archive with new material.
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